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New Champion Tracker

       Sarah & Jordan in front, with (left to right) tracklayer Nancy Hamilton and judges Jean Hilbig and Darlene Barnard
CT Ambition's Almond Joy Qui Rit MX AXJ NF RE 

and Sarah Helber[image: image4.emf]
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COVER STORY

Champion Tracker Jordan!

Jordan, with teammate Sarah Helber, completed the requirements for the Champion Tracker (CT) title at the Denver Foothills Tracking Association VST test in Golden, CO on Sunday, October 4, 2009.  Jordan is now  CT Ambition's Almond Joy Qui Rit MX AXJ NF RE.

Tracking is a sport that is based on canine search and rescue - following scent and finding evidence.  In the sport of tracking, a dog and handler team follows a path designed by judges and walked by a tracklayer.  Along the way they must find item(s) dropped by that tracklayer.  There are three different tracking tests offered by the American Kennel Club - the Tracking Dog (TD) test, the Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) test and the Variable Surface Tracking (VST) Test.

The title of "Champion Tracker" is awarded by the AKC to dogs that have passed all three types of tracking tests, and, as with all other Championships, the title "CT" precedes the dog's name.

The Champion Tracker title was first offered by the AKC in 1994, with the addition of the VST test.  Not only is this test a very difficult one, but there are also not many opportunities to compete. Judges are limited to judging 8 dogs per day, and many sites are unable to meet the test requirements for the full 8 tracks.  According to the AKC, in 2008 there were 75 VST tests offered nationwide, with only 340 dogs competing.

By Sarah's estimate, Jordan is about the 225th Champion Tracker, and probably the 12th Belgian Tervuren.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *


MORE STARS

Cynthia Parker bragged that she showed Clipper to a Group 2 in Lubbock.  This was her first Group Placement as a handler.  She also mentioned what a nice show site it was.

Pat Thomas bragged on her handling Sony to a Double Q Saturday and Becka to a 1st in Excellent A JWW.

Cynthia bragged (non-Terv) that her Toller Kaos finished his OAJ title.

Information for **STARS** is gathered from the AKC Show Awards and from

 news submitted by LSBTC members.  (Let me know your latest news!  Ed.)
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Minutes of Meeting, October 10, 2009

LONE STAR BELGIAN TERVUREN CLUB

McKinney, Texas

Attendees

Members in attendance were: Dennis & Deb Lyons, Pat Thomas, Jeff Curran, Cynthia Parker, Tammy Cox, Glenda Fick, Susan Hervey and Sarah Helber.

The meeting was called to order at 12:37 p.m.

Minutes of the Last Meeting

The Secretary reviewed the Minutes of the last meeting.

Report of the Treasurer

A copy of the Treasurer’s Report was reviewed by the Secretary, along with the list of members who had renewed their dues.

Report of Committee -  2010 Regional Specialty

The 2010 Regional Specialty will be Friday, March 26, 2010.

1.  Cynthia reported that the paperwork was completed, pending ABTC action.

2.  The Will Rogers facility plans to start charging $5 per car for parking by that time.

3.  The Texas Combined Specialty Association reserves rooms at Springhill Suites (no dogs, usually judges) at $104/day.  Someone coming in without dogs can rent them.  TCCS needs to fill 10 rooms to ensure this rate.

4.  The menu for the banquet was reviewed.  Attendees usually pay for their dinner (about $35) and drinks (cash bar), and LSBTC pays for the room and the bartender.  There was discussion of LSBTC subsidizing the dinner, in hopes of increasing attendance.  Cynthia MOVED and Jeff SECONDED that LSBTC charge $25 per dinner.  Motion CARRIED.

Report of Committee - DOTC Agility Trial Support

It was discussed that DOTC was going to be using the AKC online entry system and thus wouldn't be able to issue workers certificates in the future.  Their plan was to give checks instead.  There was a discussion of contributing the workers money (in addition to the Club money) to LSBTC.  It was MOVED by Tammy Cox and SECONDED by Glenda Fick that DOTC be instructed to write the single check to LSBTC, and individual workers would not be compensated.  Motion CARRIED.

Election of New Members

We're received no new applications for membership.

Unfinished Business

None

New Business - Minutes

LSBTC Secretary (Sarah Helber) was authorized to email meeting minutes until such a time as we have a newsletter editor.
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MINUTES, Continued

Brags

Sarah bragged on Champion Tracker Jordan, who passed the VST test in Golden, CO on October 4 to complete his Champion Tracker title.

Cynthia bragged that she herself showed Clipper to a Group 2 in Lubbock.  This was her first Group Placement as a handler.  She also mentioned what a nice show site it was.

Pat bragged on her handling Sony to a Double Q Saturday and Becka to a 1st in Excellent A JWW.

Cynthia bragged (non-Terv) that her Toller Kaos finished his OAJ title.

Brags 'n Bitches Dinner

Cynthia and Jeff agreed to host the annual Brags 'n Bitches dinner on January 23, 2010 at their house.

Grooming Party

The Terv Grooming Party will be held at 2 pm November 7, 2009 at Cynthia & Jeff's.  Deb Lyons will bring Cody and Shawn Staley will be asked to bring Dreamer for the prime subjects.  Attendees should bring their own drinks and snacks.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Friday, March 26, 2010 after the LSBTC Regional Specialty in Fort Worth.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned 1:13 p.m.

(Submitted by Sarah Helber, Secretary)

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

TOP AGILITY DOGS

Congratulations to Rusty Pearson for placing two dogs in the

2009 Top Five Agility Tervs as listed by AKC

(www.akc.org/invitational/top25/agility/index.cfm)

MACH 3 Basquelaine-Montage Secret Agent RN MXF "Maxwell"

(and other titles!)

and

MACH Montage Works like a Charm XF "Rhian"

(and other titles!)

We are so proud of you and your dogs!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER 7, 2009 (Saturday)  TERV GROOMING PARTY


2 pm at Cynthia Parker and Jeff Curran's house


3718 Raintree Drive, Flower Mound, TX  75022  817-430-6221

Cynthia writes, "You may come and enjoy Terv Lovers company, come for grooming pointers, or bring your Terv and groom him/her at the party. If you do want to groom your dog, please bring your grooming equipment. I will have a couple of tables and blow dryer here, so you do not have to bring those items. 

Also, bring you own drink and a snack to share."
JANUARY 23, 2010 (Saturday) BRAGS AND BITCHES DINNER


at Cynthia Parker and Jeff Curran's house


3718 Raintree Drive, Flower Mound, TX  75022  817-430-6221

FEBRUARY 27 and 28, 2010 (Saturday and Sunday)  DOTC AGILITY TRIAL, McKinney, Texas (LSBTC Fundraiser)


Volunteers needed for stewarding.  Contact Tammy Cox


tammyscox@yahoo.com
MARCH 26, 2010 (Friday)  ABTC REGIONAL SPECIALTY


LSBTC Meeting after the judging


Banquet

APRIL 24 through MAY 1, 2010  ABTC NATIONAL SPECIALTY


Pottsboro TX

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

STEWARDING AGILITY AT THE DOTC TRIAL October 10-11, 2009

by Susan Hervey

Several members of the LSBTC stewarded the Agility Trial as a fundraiser for the club.  As a non-agility person, I thought I'd report!  We worked the Regular ring for the first time, which was fun to watch.  In the past we've always done Jumpers with Weaves.  Our group got lots of praise from the judges!  If you have never done this, consider it next spring!  We have fun and Tammy Cox sure makes great cookies!
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        MEETING NOTICE


�The next meeting of the LSBTC 


will be Friday, March 26, 2010


 at the ABTC Regional Specialty, Fort Worth, Texas





The meeting will be after the judging.
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